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Kathleen Shumon
Lee was drafted in 1968, at the height of the Vietnam War.
There were no more exemptions by that time. School was out; wife
and children were out. By 1968, when they called you, you had to
go. We were married; we had both just graduated from college, and
we had a baby. He had applied to Navy Officer Training School,
which, according to the current campus rumor, was the thing to do.
Several weeks after sending in his application, he received word from
the Navy that they had so many applications they were no longer
even accepting them. His name went back in the draft pool. The next
best thing, everyone said, was to sign up for the four-year Army
program. The benefit in doing this was that you were able to name
the field in which you wanted to be trained and to say where you
wanted to go after you finished training. This was before men dis-
covered that, while technically true, nothing prevented the Army
from fulfilling the letter of the commitment, then retraining and
rerouting them to Vietnam within a matter of weeks. What it
amounted to was that the Army needed men in Vietnam and hardly
anywhere else, and what the Army needed, it generally found a way
to get, in spite of all the efforts of inventive young Americans to
avoid such a precarious fate.
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